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Criteria for an export permit Section 

(5) The scientific name of the species is the standard nomenclature in the CITES Appendices or the references 
adopted by the CoP. 

23.23 

(6) The live plant will be prepared and shipped so as to minimize risk of injury, damage to health, or cruel treatment 
of the specimen. 

23.23 

(e) Nursery registration. [Reserved] 

[72 FR 48448, Aug. 23, 2007, as amended at 79 
FR 30426, May 27, 2014] 

§ 23.48 What are the requirements for 
a registered scientific institution? 

(a) Purpose. Article VII(6) of the 
Treaty grants an exemption that al-
lows international trade in certain 
specimens for noncommercial loan, do-
nation, or exchange between registered 
scientific institutions. 

(b) U.S. and foreign general provisions. 
The following provisions apply to the 
registration of scientific institutions 
and acceptance of shipments from reg-
istered scientific institutions: 

(1) The receiving and sending sci-
entific institutions must be registered 
with the Management Authority in 
their country. Scientists who wish to 
use this exemption must be affiliated 
with a registered scientific institution. 

(i) When a Management Authority is 
satisfied that a scientific institution 
has met the criteria for registration, it 
will assign the institution a five-char-
acter code consisting of the ISO coun-
try code and a unique three-digit num-
ber. In the case of a non-Party, the 
Secretariat will ensure that the insti-
tution meets the standards and assign 
it a unique code. 

(ii) The Management Authority must 
communicate the name, address, and 
assigned code to the Secretariat, which 
maintains a register of scientific insti-
tutions and provides that information 
to all Parties. 

(2) A registered scientific institution 
does not need separate CITES docu-
ments for the noncommercial loan, do-
nation, or exchange of preserved, fro-
zen, dried, or embedded museum speci-
mens, herbarium specimens, or live 
plant material with another registered 
institution. The shipment must have 
an external label that contains infor-
mation specified in paragraph (e)(5) of 
this section. 

(c) U.S. application to register as a sci-
entific institution. To register, complete 
Form 3–200–39 and submit it to the U.S. 
Management Authority. 

(d) Criteria. The criteria in this para-
graph (d) apply to the registration of 
U.S. and foreign institutions for sci-
entific exchange. To be issued a certifi-
cate of scientific exchange as a reg-
istered U.S. scientific institution, you 
must provide sufficient information for 
us to find that your institution meets 
all of the following criteria: 

(1) Collections of wildlife or plant 
specimens are permanently housed and 
professionally curated, and cor-
responding records are kept. 

(2) Specimens are accessible to all 
qualified users, including those from 
other institutions. 

(3) Specimens are properly 
accessioned in a permanent catalog. 

(4) Records are permanently main-
tained for loans and transfers to and 
from other institutions. 

(5) Specimens are acquired primarily 
for research that is to be reported in 
scientific publications, and CITES 
specimens are not used for commercial 
purposes or as decorations. 

(6) Collections are prepared and ar-
ranged in a way that ensures their ac-
cessibility to researchers. 

(7) Specimen labels, permanent cata-
logs, and other records are accurate. 

(8) Specimens are legally acquired 
and lawfully possessed under a coun-
try’s wildlife and plant laws. 

(9) Appendix-I specimens are perma-
nently and centrally housed under the 
direct control of the institution. 

(e) U.S. standard conditions. In addi-
tion to the conditions in § 23.56, any ac-
tivity conducted under a certificate of 
scientific exchange must meet all of 
the following conditions: 

(1) Both scientific institutions in-
volved in the exchange must be reg-
istered by the applicable Management 
Authorities (or the Secretariat in the 
case of a non-Party), and be included in 
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the Secretariat’s register of scientific 
institutions. 

(2) An institution may send and re-
ceive only preserved, frozen, dried, or 
embedded museum specimens, her-
barium specimens, or live plant mate-
rials that have been permanently and 
accurately recorded by one of the insti-
tutions involved in the exchange and 
that are traded as a noncommercial 
loan, donation, or exchange. 

(3) An institution may use specimens 
acquired under a certificate of sci-
entific exchange and their offspring 
only for scientific research or edu-
cational display at a scientific institu-
tion and may not use specimens for 
commercial purposes. 

(4) The institution must keep records 
to show that the specimens were le-
gally acquired. 

(5) A customs declaration label must 
be affixed to the outside of each ship-
ping container or package that con-
tains all of the following: 

(i) The acronym ‘‘CITES.’’ 
(ii) A description of the contents 

(such as ‘‘herbarium specimens’’). 
(iii) The names and addresses of the 

sending and receiving registered insti-
tutions. 

(iv) The signature of a responsible of-
ficer of the sending registered sci-
entific institution. 

(v) The scientific institution codes of 
both registered scientific institutions 
involved in the loan, donation, or ex-
change. 

(6) A registered institution may de-
stroy samples during analysis, provided 
that a portion of the sample is main-
tained and permanently recorded at a 
registered scientific institution for fu-
ture scientific reference. 

§ 23.49 What are the requirements for 
an exhibition traveling internation-
ally? 

(a) Purpose. Article VII(7) of the 
Treaty grants an exemption for speci-
mens that qualify as bred in captivity, 
artificially propagated, or pre-Conven-
tion and are part of a traveling exhi-
bition. 

(b) U.S. and foreign general provisions. 
The following general provisions apply 
to the issuance and acceptance of a cer-
tificate for live wildlife and plants, or 
their parts, products, or derivatives in 

an exhibition that travels internation-
ally: 

(1) The Management Authority in the 
country of the exhibitor’s primary 
place of business must have determined 
that the specimens are bred in cap-
tivity, artificially propagated, or pre- 
Convention and issued a traveling-ex-
hibition certificate. 

(2) The certificate must indicate that 
the wildlife or plant is part of a trav-
eling exhibition. 

(3) A separate certificate must be 
issued for each live wildlife specimen; a 
CITES document may be issued for 
more than one specimen for a traveling 
exhibition of live plants and dead 
parts, products, or derivatives of wild-
life and plants. 

(4) The certificate is not transferable. 
(5) Parties should treat the certifi-

cate like a passport for import and ex-
port or re-export from each country, 
and should not collect the original cer-
tificate at the border. 

(6) Parties should check specimens 
closely to determine that each speci-
men matches the certificate and ensure 
that each live specimen is being trans-
ported and cared for in a manner that 
minimizes the risk of injury, damage 
to health, or cruel treatment of the 
specimen. 

(7) If offspring are born or a new spec-
imen is acquired while the traveling 
exhibition is in another country, the 
exhibitor must obtain the appropriate 
CITES document for the export or re- 
export of the specimen from the Man-
agement Authority of that country. 

(8) Upon returning home, the exhibi-
tor may apply for a traveling-exhi-
bition certificate for wildlife born over-
seas or for wildlife or plants acquired 
overseas. 

(c) U.S. application form. Complete 
Form 3–200–30 for wildlife and Form 3– 
200–32 for plants, and submit it to the 
U.S. Management Authority. 

(d) Criteria. The criteria in this para-
graph (d) apply to the issuance and ac-
ceptance of U.S. and foreign certifi-
cates. When applying for a U.S. certifi-
cate, you must provide sufficient infor-
mation for us to find that your pro-
posed activity meets all of the fol-
lowing criteria: 

(1) The traveling exhibition makes 
multiple cross-border movements, and 
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